The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a regular session on Thursday, January 11, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Volrath presided.  Roll Call: Present: Phares, Kernan, Woomert, Youngers and Forristall. A motion was made to approve the consent agenda and seconded by Kernan. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment.
MAYOR COMMENTS:
Mayor Volrath started by thanking everyone for the opportunity to be mayor. He stated he has a lot of support and all the experience in the world behind him with a current council seating 2 previous mayors, a long-time council member who once was the city clerk and a council member in his second term. Mayor Volrath stressed as far as the council goes, he would like them to work hard, be honest, and make informed decisions in a timely manner. Mayor Volrath addressed residents concerns about his experience and noted it is a valid concern because he has never been a mayor before, but he has a lot of knowledge sitting next to him. Mayor Volrath stated he has no doubt this is exactly what this town needs.
NEW BUSINESS:
Council Woomert motioned to start Police Chief Jose Almanza at $32/hour as agreed upon in the interview and was seconded by Youngers. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
Matt Pivit from Republic Services shared the new garbage contract that lasts for 5 more years. Pivit stated it is basically a continuation of what was previously agreed upon. Pivit stated Republic Services has a great relationship with Princeton and wants to keep it going. A motion to continue garbage services with Republic Services was made by Youngers and seconded by Woomert. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
The council discussed wanting to award the City Engineer position to Hutchison Engineering, council wanted to see a price list and make a decision after more details are provided.

RESOLUTIONS:
A motion was made by Woomert to approve resolution 2024-01; A resolution designating the following banks as depositories for the deposit of public funds belonging to the City of Princeton, Iowa and was seconded by Youngers. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC 
A motion was made by Woomert to approve resolution 2024-02; A resolution designating the official newspaper and was seconded by Youngers. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
PLANNING AND ZONING:
Planning and Zoning Chair Tim Ruser stated they were still working with the railroad and wanted to reiterate the importance of all building questions needing to come to Planning and Zoning before the building inspector. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEES:
Community Protection – Council Kernan stated that the old police car will need to be sold by sealed bid and there is enough money in the Squad Car Reserve Fund for the new chief to order a new squad. Police Chief Almanza asked the council where they were at with hiring part-time help and council stated they were going to leave that to him. Council Woomert stated the Fire Department ended 2023 with 250 calls and have already started of 2024 with 11 calls.
Buildings – Council Kernan stated his goals for the next four years are to get the community center looked at following the insurance guidelines and brainstorming on how to connect the police station to the city hall.
Parks– Council Park Liaison Forristall stated that the park board met and discussed that a couple ash trees at the park need to be removed and asked public works to look at them. Forristall also shared that the problem slides had been removed from the parks and they are looking at getting hand me down slides from the city of Bettendorf. Mayor Volrath stated next months agenda the council will need to discuss the fact that there are 6 people participating on a 5 person board.
Trails – Trails chair Tara Flesch stated they are looking for more people to join the board if Mayor Volrath would appoint a liaison. The Council, public, and trails committee members came to an agreement that they would work together on a beneficial project for the city. Residents share aspirations of a trail behind the ballpark that was started many years ago and trails members shared the want for a sidewalk on the south side of highway 67.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

A member of the audience told Mayor Volrath that there is a group of residents that would like to write grants for the city, they just need the council to tell them what they want.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS:
With nothing further to discuss Mayor Volrath adjourned the meeting at 6:52 p.m.

Approved:
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