The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met in a special session on Monday, July 31, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. Mayor Kernan presided. Roll Call: Present: Stutting, Phares, Woomert and McDonough. Absent: Wolfe
Discussion:
Council members discussed the future of the Princeton Police Department. Council McDonough shared that Princeton currently has 2 part-time officers providing coverage for Princeton and that Scott County would be willing to do a short-term contract.
Council Woomert stated the city does not need a contract because LeClaire and Scott County will already back us up.

Mayor Kernan asked the council if the clerk needed to publish notice for hiring a police chief. All the council agreed yes that was the next step.
Council McDonough asked if council was comfortable with the set rate in the pay scale.

Council Woomert stated that the police chief needs to be making more than public works. Woomert asked if the council was interested in hiring a Chief/City Manager.

Council Phares stated he believed that would turn away some candidates.

Mayor Kernan stated the rate of pay needs to be increased due to lack of interest last time a chief was hired.

Council McDonough stated the city needs to hire strictly a Police Chief and not Chief/Manager.

Council Stutting stated she thinks the pay scale is too low.

Council discussed having set expectations for the Chiefs schedule.

Council Stutting stated the city needs the police chief to work hours that are based on community needs.

Council asked Clerk Tweed to publish the Police Chief Job Ad in the North Scott Press, Clinton Herald, and Quad City Times on August 9, 2023; August 16, 2023; and August 23, 2023, with the position being open until filled.

Attorney Pastrnak advised the council to be aware of 21.5 in the Iowa Code and be careful of reply all on email messages.

Council McDonough shared with Pastrnak that in the separation agreement page 3 number 10 is non-compliant.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 
Approved:
Kevin Kernan, Mayor
Attest:

__________________________

Kisa Tweed, City Clerk/Treasurer 

