The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a special meeting on Thursday, August 4, at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Mayor Kevin Kernan presided.  Roll Call: Present: Phares, Stutting, McDonough, Wolfe, and Woomert attended virtually. 
CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK COMMENT:

Clerk Tweed presented the council with information regarding the online bill payment option for residents and direct deposit information for employees. Council Woomert and Council McDonough stated the cost was too high for the amount of residents Princeton has that would utilize the online payment option but agreed that direct deposit was a good choice. Council Wolfe stated she thinks the city needs direct deposit for the employees but not the online payment option at this time and she asks clerk tweed to look for other options for card payment. Council Stutting stated she was on board for both options although the online payment option was costly, Stutting then stated she is for the employees receiving direct deposit. Clerk Tweed asked City Attorney what laws there are on having a card reader or a city “Venmo” or “PayPal” account for a different option than the online payment software. Mayor Kernan asked Clerk Tweed to contact the state auditor in regard to the number of signatures required for direct deposit and the rules and regulations for employees receiving direct deposit.
MAYORS COMMENTS:
Discussion about the railroad merger was had by the Council and Mayor Kernan about what road to take regarding support or fighting the railroad merger. Mayor Kernan stated that he would sign a resolution stating the council was not in favor of the merger.
PENDING BUSINESS:
Council Woomert stated she does not feel we need to bump Chris 5 years according to the current pay scale. Council Phares stated the current pay scale projections don’t even match what has been done recently. Council Stutting stated not one employee has been hired at the suggested amount so there is no reason to continue with the pay scale. Council McDonough stated that there are two separate conversations to be had, one regarding the pay scale and one regarding pay of specific employees. One employee has had a job change, hours and duties and deserves a rate increase. Council discussed hiring a replacement for the Public Works Laborer position and what it would mean as far as pay for all public works employees. Mayor Kernan asked each committee to get together before the September meeting and decide what they feel their employees should make and if all of council agrees to raise the Public Works Seasonal employee to a higher pay rate the city can vote to pay Public Works Corson back pay to the date of 08/04/2022.
Planning and Zoning:
Council discussed the current Air BnB properties in town. City Attorney advised council that according to Iowa Code there is not much the city can do with the current Air BnB properties in town they are to be treated as a normal rental property. Council can require the owners to fill out a free permit that allows city staff to know where the properties are located and contact information for the owner in case any issues arise but that is the extent they can go.
RESOLUTIONS:

A motion was made by McDonough to approve RESOLUTION 2022-13, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO MAKE THE APPROPRIATE INTERFUND TRANSFERS OF SUMS FY 2022/23 FOR THE CITY OF PRINCETON, IOWA and was seconded by Phares. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
A motion was made by Woomert to table RESOLUTION 2022-14, A RESOLUTION SETTING SALARIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022-and was seconded by McDonough. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC

Trails – Council McDonough shared the city trial board is connecting with the Iowa DOT herself and Clerk Tweed have submitted 2 forms for Title VI. The trail board is working with Bi-State to draft a scope of work and are hoping to have it by the 19th. The trail bored is required on the review committee to have a licensed professional engineer so they are working with Scott County.
Community Center – Council Stutting stated there was a complaint about the state the community center was left in after the Summerfest celebrations. 
Summerfest – Council Phares thanked everyone for the help with Summerfest and that they really appreciated all the volunteers.
Parks – Council Wolfe stated they are getting the parks cleaned up the park board is spending 2 hours a month getting together cleaning them. She also shared that they are hoping to move one of the tables under the boat dock pavilion down to the pocket park.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS:
With nothing further to discuss the meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m.
Approved:
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