The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a special session prior to the regular council meeting on Thursday, October 12, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.  Mayor Kernan presided.  Roll Call: Present: Stutting, Woomert, McDonough, Wolfe. Absent: Phares. The North Scott School Board met with Virgil Grissom parents and Princeton City Council to discuss the growth of North Scott and how to help the Princeton families feel more involved with the rest of the North Scott Community.
The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a regular session on Thursday, October 12, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Kernan presided.  Roll Call: Present: Stutting, Woomert, McDonough, Wolfe, and Phares. A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Stutting and seconded by Woomert. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
PUBLIC COMMENT:
A concerned resident shared with the council that he does not want to see the Princeton PD to be dissolved and he would like to see the Council move forward with interviewing candidates that applied for the Police Chief position. The resident also shared concerns about information being more available to the public.
MAYOR COMMENTS:
Mayor Kernan addressed the sidewalk installation at 102 N 6th Street. Council and former resident Jacob Mussman discussed why the sidewalk was never put in. Mussman stated his would like the city to pay for the input of the sidewalk due to the fact the sidewalk was not put in when the house was built because of city employee error. 
A motion for the city to pay for the installation of the sidewalk was made by Woomert and seconded by Stutting. Roll Call: 4 Ayes and 1 Nay (McDonough)

PENDING BUSINESS:
The council discussed the pros and cons of turning the police coverage over to Scott County. Council Woomert stated she did not think it was right for the current council to make that decision because 3 council seats and 1 mayor seat are up this year. Council agreed to set up interview dates for the Police Chief applicants for October 18, 2023.

A motion was made by Stutting to accept Murphy Blocker’s resignation from the Princeton Police Department and seconded by Woomert. Roll Call: All Ayes

The council agreed to have a temporary 28E agreement with Scott County for the interim period while the city is looking for a chief.
Public Works Foreman shared projects being completed with the ARPA dollars. 

The council looked over the 3 RFQs submitted and requested the clerk to set up meetings with the engineer firms.

NEW BUSINESS:
The city council discussed the state of the house at 227 Filmore St and moving forward with a resolution to condemn the property.

The city council discussed the DBE agreement for the Princeton MRT. Council McDonough shared it is a Disadvantage Business Enterprise Goal based on the project total cost. The goal is 1%, which is required for the federal funds grant. Several council members voiced concerns on the location of the trail. Hutchison Engineering representative JD Schulte answered questions council members may have. Schulte shared with the TASA grant received the path cannot change unless there is a right-of-way issue. A concerned resident stated she feels this entire grant has been misrepresented by the Trails committee and Council Liaison McDonough as the city was told the path can change and the engineer would make the decision on where the path will go. Council Woomert stated she was confused why one council member directed the city clerk to sign an agreement without the approval of other council members, City Attorney Pastrnak shared this was also a big concern of hers.
Larry Hand with ICAP shared the updated city coverage that is up for renewal as of 11/01/2023. The council found some things that would need to be removed or added to the renewal. A motion to accept the renewal subject to amendments was made by Stutting and seconded by Woomert.

Council discussed concerns at the 428 5th St property with owner Melissa Fraizer. Council shared city employees are getting calls saying there will be an event center located in the old barn at the property. Fraizer shared there will not be an event center, but they are requesting to have water and sewer ran to the barn for a place to hang out. Council shared she may tap into her current water and sewer and use an old meter to track the amount of water used in the barn, this meter would not be a meter that is read by the city, it would be to help the owner know how much water was used in the house and how much water was used in the barn. The council shared with Fraizer she would not be able to have an event center, but they cannot stop her from having “get togethers” in her barn.
RESOLUTIONS:
City Attorney Pastrnak shared concern over the previous resolution 2023-06 conflicting with resolution 2023-17. The city council has agreed to put resolution 2023-06 on Novembers agenda to dissolve.
A motion was made by Stutting to table RESOLUTION 2023-17, APPROVING THE USE OF CITY FUNDS IN COMPLIANCE

WITH TASA AGREEMENT and seconded by Woomert. Roll Call: All ayes.
REPORT OF COMMITTEES:
Community Protection – Council Woomert shared the fire department is planning on consolidating boats. They will sell 2 and purchase 1 new one. They will also be selling tanker #1. Woomert asked council how they would like the fire department to move forward. The council agreed to move forward with marketing the boats and tanker with the ability to reject all bids.
Trails– The council discussed the best plan of action for Novembers meeting regarding the TASA funding. Council members and residents stated there are too many questions regarding the funding and placement of the trail to make a decision right now.
Parks– Council Wolfe shared the park board is still sorting cans every other Thursday and plan to use the donation money to get water ran at Woomert Park. Wolfe also shared the park board has planted a new tree at Woomert Park this week.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Nothing at this time
MAYOR AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS:
Mayor Kernan proclaimed Lost Grove Acres would be closed to vehicles on 10/28/23 from 5-7 p.m. for trick or treating. With nothing further to discuss Mayor Kernan adjourned the meeting at 8:49 p.m.
Approved:











______________________________




Kevin Kernan, Mayor 
Attested:

________________________________ 

Kisa Tweed, City Clerk/Treasurer

