The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a regular session on Thursday, July 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Kernan presided.  Roll Call: Present: Stutting, Woomert, McDonough and Wolfe. Absent: Phares. A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Woomert and seconded by McDonough. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Concerned resident stated they would like more thought put into the sidewalk waiver for the safety of the children in town walking from the school to the home located at 607 Lost Grove Road. Planning and Zoning Chair Tim Ruser stated he is completely against the waiver because it goes against everything the city has worked for. Previous homeowner stated none of this was discussed when the letter of occupancy was delivered.
MAYOR COMMENTS:
Council Woomert and Mayor Kernan stated Scott County Supervisors wrote an ordinance for the County to have 1,600ft set back to be annexed on future land use map. Council McDonough stated that it is in the best interest for the City to have their own ordinance.
Pending Business:

TASA – a motion was made by McDonough to table the city and nonprofit agreement discussion and was seconded by Woomert. Roll Call: All Ayes

ARPA - Clerk Tweed shared with council the updated ARPA numbers and plans to use the funds. Princeton was originally awarded $140,976.39 Public Works Foreman and Clerk Tweed plan to use roughly $78,552 for the water meter replacement and the remaining dollars for other sewer and water projects.
STREET PROJECT – Clerk Tweed stated that letters have been sent to engineers and a request for engineering has been published in the North Scott Press. Council McDonough stated she would like to see it posted on the city website and Facebook page.
New Business:
Sidewalk Waiver – A motion was made by McDonough to deny the sidewalk waiver and was seconded by Wolfe. Roll Call: All Ayes
MRT Selection Committee – Council McDonough stated that the selection committee’s top firm was Hutchinson Engineering and will start the next steps with the IDOT.
RESOLUTIONS:
A motion was made by Stutting to approve RESOLUTION 2023-14, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO MAKE THE APPROPRIATE INTERFUND TRANSFERS OF SUMS FOR FY 2023/24 FOR THE CITY OF PRINCETON, IOWA and seconded by Wolfe. Roll Call: All ayes.
A motion was made by Woomert to approve RESOLUTION 2023-15, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STREET CLOSURE FOR JULY 21-23 and was seconded by Wolfe. Roll Call: All ayes.
REPORT OF COMMITTEES:
Community Protection – Council Woomert shared residents have been calling for issues with boat/trailer parking on River Drive, Council Woomert stresses that all residents need to be mindful of all city ordinances. No parking signs have been placed and residents are still not obeying signs. Council Woomert asked City Clerk to mail letters to all residents effected by the ordinances or disobeying ordinances and/or street signs.
Parks- Council Wolfe shared the Woomert Park tree and mulch project are complete and the next project will be to look into having a kayak launch for the city.
Summerfest– Council Woomert shared the fire department will be having a breakfast and car show the morning of July 22.
Community Center– Council Stutting shared the fridge went out at the community center and a new one has been ordered.

Water & Sewer – Council Woomert stated that the water and sewer rates will be raising on the next billing cycle and the ordinances with the rates are located at city hall and the library in updated ordinance books.

Trails– Council McDonough stated the MRT nonprofit committee has an online apparel fundraiser going on until July 17, 2023. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

A resident was concerned about the issues on Lost Grove Rd. Council Woomert shared the game plan going forward. Resident Lori Maher requested a code of ethics for the council, City Attorney Candy Pastrnak stated the council already has a code of ethics they must follow per the state of Iowa. A concerned resident asked the council what the city is doing for current police protection. Mayor Kernan stated that that he received a resignation from the city manager so the city manager position will no longer be available, and the city will move forward with hiring a police chief.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS:
With nothing further to discuss Mayor Kernan adjourned the meeting at 7:40  p.m.
Approved:
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